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Epitaphs of Muslim scholars from Samarkand (10th to 14th centuries) 

Ashirbek K. Muminov (IRCICA-Research Centre for Islamic History, Art and Culture, Istanbul ) 

The paucity of written sources creates difficulties for a full-blooded study of the history during 
the reign of the Karakhanids (999-1211), a Central Asian dynasty of Turkic origin that replaced 
the Samanids in Transoxiana. Recently, unique sources have been discovered and introduced 
into scientific circulation – 155 inscriptions on the gravestones of figures of this period – 
mostly officials, personalities of the Islamic religion. However, tombstones due to their light 
weight and with the connivance of the authorities in the imperial and Soviet periods were 
pulled apart in different directions, as a result of which they were transferred into different 
collections and even were taken to other cities and countries. On the other hand, archaeological 
excavations were carried out only on ¼ of the territory of the cemetery. According to experts, 
75% of the gravestones remain under the ground.  
On the basis of the newly identified inscriptions, we will attempt to study such aspects of 
the religious policy of the Karakhanids as inviting nonresident scholars to spiritual positions in 
their capital city Samarkand, the revival of the teachings of Maturidiyya, the reasons for 
activating scholars to create classical works in the Hanafiyya madhhab, as well as adjustments to 
this policy that were made by the Seljukids, the Kara-Kitai rulers, and the Khorezmshahs. 

Royal lineage in epigraphic sources from pre-Mongol Iran. Some observations on 
dedicatory inscriptions and their possible misinterpretations. 

Viola Allegranzi (Institute of Iranian Studies, Austrian Academy of Sciences, Vienna) 

Monumental epigraphy has seldom been regarded as a source for the history of the Medieval 
Persianate world, although it provides first-hand information on major historical figures, their 
political and religious orientations. This is due to the poor state of preservation of many 
inscriptions, as well as to a general tendency to disconnect archaeological and art historical research 
from a broader historical perspective.  
In order to highlight both the benefits and the limitations of the study of epigraphic sources, some 
Arabic and Persian dedicatory inscriptions ascribed to the Ghaznavid dynasty (Afghanistan, 11th-
12th c.) will be presented. These texts consist in fragmented chains of honorifics and genealogies, 
and can be pieced together and correctly interpreted only when carefully replaced in their original 
context, and cross-checked with sources of different natures (epigraphs, manuscripts, coins).  
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What woodworks divulge about woodworkers: Some remarks on families of craftsmen 
through the lens of monumental sources (Iran – Mazandaran province, 15th century)  

Sandra Aube (CNRS, CeRMI) 

This paper aims to introduce a remarkable group of wooden doors and cenotaphs, originating 
from the province of Mazandaran (Iran) and dated to the 15th century. These woodworks are 
generally ornamented with inscriptions, among which appear signatures of craftsmen — mostly 
woodworkers (najjār). 
The number of craftsmen’s signatures is very limited in 15th-century Iranian monuments. Thus, the 
signatures found in Mazandarani woodworks represent a significant resource for studying the 
organization and the circulation of regional workshops. They even lead to the identification of 
families of woodworkers.. 
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